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v 2009 Legislative Agenda v«

It is one of the many objectives of the Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce to advocate for our members as it relates
to Federal, State and local government agendas. Many of the laws that are presented have a major impact on the

business community. Therefore, it is important for you to know that your Chamber has taken a stand on your behalf by
urging elected officials to support and defend your interests and the interests of the entire business community.

v Federal Issues %

The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce SUPPORTS the following U.S. Chamber of Commerce national priorities:
HEALTH CARE

v¢ Tax Credits for Workplace Wellness and Disease Management — Support stand-alone legislation that offers tax credits for
employer-sponsored workplace wellness programs for employees.

v« Small Business Health Plans — Support legislation that gives small businesses the option to purchase health benefits with
the same tax advantages that large businesses have; pool together to leverage purchasing power; participate in benefits
plans that are not burdened with costly state mandates; and permit the owners of small businesses to participate in their
companies’ benefits plan.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

v Comprehensive Immigration Reform — Continue pursuing comprehensive immigration reform to better secure our borders;
improve verification systems for determining whether an employee is authorized to work in the United States; create a new
temporary worker program so that employers can hire immigrant workers when U.S. workers are not available; and provide,
under certain strict qualification criteria, a reasonable pathway to legal status for undocumented workers currently in the
United States.

v Visa Reform — Advocate for the continuation and expansion of both temporary and permanent visa programs for highly
skilled workers (including the L-1, H-1B, and EB) as well as programs that enable employers to access and keep the talents
necessary to compete in the global market.

TRADE

Y¢ Trade Agreements and Trade Preference Programs — Advocate for congressional approval of pending free trade
agreements with Colombia, Panama, and Korea and work for the effective implementation of all current trade agreements at
home and abroad.

Yt Trade Promotional Authority — Work to lay the foundation for renewal of the President’s Trade Promotion Authority to permit
negotiation of additional bilateral free trade agreements as well as multilateral agreements.

LABOR ISSUES

v Oppose initiatives to make union organizing easier, including union-backed proposals to abolish secret ballot elections in favor
of card check majorities for union recognition.
v« Oppose efforts to expand leave or to mandate paid sick leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA).

LEGAL REFORM

Y¢ Small Business
- Urge passage of legislation to allow small businesses to be reimbursed for Attorneys’ fees when successfully challenging the
government'’s regulatory actions in court.
- Work to pass the Small Business Liability Reform Act, which would provide caps on punitive damage awards and
proportional liability for small business.
- Work to pass a Small Business Administration reauthorization bill that would support strong and stable SBA 7(a) and 504
lending programs.

TAXES

Yt Promote efforts to extend or make permanent the Bush tax cuts.
Yt Repeal or substantially reform the alternative minimum tax (AMT).

v¢ State Issues ¢

The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce SUPPORTS the following Florida Chamber of Commerce state priorities:
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT REFORM

¢ Return the initiative process to the citizens it was designed to serve and work to reduce the influence of special interests in
our broken initiative process.
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TAX AND TAX REGULATION

v¢ Property Tax Relief - Halting extraordinary property tax increases and the continued shifting of the property tax burden onto
Florida business owners.
Y¢ Taxpayer Fairness - Rebalancing property tax laws for valuing property and challenging unfair assessments on taxpayers.

INSURANCE

v Commercial Property Insurance - Stabilizing the commercial property insurance market and providing more affordable and
available hurricane insurance to Florida’s business owners.

v Health Insurance Costs - Expanding the options for business owners to purchase affordable health care through small group
plans.

EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE

v« Workforce Education - Improving workforce and career education programs by targeting them to the workforce needs of
Florida’s employers.

Y¢ Paycheck Protection - Protecting the rights of Florida workers as established by the Beck decision and allowing employees
to choose whether or not to fund union political activities with dues.

PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

v¢ Guns at Work - Opposing government intrusion into the private property rights of Florida's employers.

LAWSUIT ABUSE REFORM

v Fabre Repeal - Opposing efforts to require defendants with financial resources to pay more than their fair share.

v« County and Education Issues vt

The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce SUPPORTS the following Palm Beach County and education priorities:

FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

% FAU/UM Regional Medical Program - $3.3 million in recurring state funding to continue implementation of the four-year
regional medical campus of the University of Miami Miller School at Florida Atlantic University, a program that addresses the
critical shortage of physicians in the State of Florida.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

v Life Science Cluster - Expanding the county’s Life Science Cluster and allocating revenue into the State of Florida Innovation
Fund for additional economic development opportunities.

v« The City of Boca Raton vt

The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce SUPPORTS the following city priorities:
SPINE

Y Support the downtown pedestrian “spine” project which will become the link between Mizner Park and Royal Palm Place
and act as a true pedestrian oriented environment centrally located within the core of the Central Business District of Boca
Raton.

[-95 INTERCHANGE

¢ Funding of new I-95 Interchange and auxiliary lanes between Glades Road and Yamato Road to support FAU and regional
growth.

WORKFORCE HOUSING

¢ Continue to support public policy initiatives that will provide incentives and resources to stimulate production of affordable
workforce housing in the greater Boca Raton market.

TRANSPORTATION

Y¢ Funding for comprehensive transportation initiatives including shuttle service.

NORTH FEDERAL HIGHWAY

v¢ Support the continued effort to redevelop the North Federal Highway corridor, creating a mixed use pedestrian oriented
environment, which provides an additional commerce/lifestyle center in the northern most part of our community.
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v« Board of Directors s

OFFICERS

Sam Hosn, Chair
Al Petrangeli, Chair-Elect
Forrest Heathcott, Vice Chair

DIRECTORS

Stephen J. Ast Charles J. Frankel 11l
James Barr Richard Gold

Frank Brogan Michael Gora
Robert Christie Geraldine Hussey
Greg Cryan Rick Konsavage

Mitch Feldman Costas Liatsos

John T. Mulhall, Vice Chair
Cheryl Budd, Treasurer

Keith O’'Donnell
J.C. Perrin
Joseph Pores

Thomas Lynch
Pete Martinez
Walt Mickens
Richard Murdoch
Anthony Newbold

Randy Nobles Kevin Ross

Rocki Rockingham
Robert Rollins, Jr.

Victoria Rixon, Immediate Past Chair
Troy M. McLellan, CCE, President & CEO/Secretary

Tim Snow
Chuck Stout
Craig Swill
Wanda Thayer
Al Travasos
Richard Van Lith

Joseph Veccia, Jr.

v« Federal, State and Local Officials 7«

UNITED STATES SENATE
Mel Martinez

Local Office:

7711 N. Military Trail, Suite 1014
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
561.842.8300

U.S. Senate:

356 Russell State Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
www.martinez.senate.gov
202.224.3041

Bill Nelson

Local Office:

500 Australian Avenue, Suite 125
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561.514.0189

716 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202.224.5274
www.billnelson.senate.gov

UNITED STATES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Robert Wexler, District 19

2500 North Military Trail, Suite 490
Boca Raton, FL 33431

561.988.6302

2241 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202.225.3001
www.wexler.house.gov

Ron Klein, District 22
1900 Glades Road
Boca Raton, FL 33431
561.544.6910

Toll Free: 866.713.7303

313 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202.225.3026
www.klein.house.gov

SELECTED STATE OFFICIALS
Charlie Crist

Governor

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001
850.488.7146

www.flgov.com

Jeff Kottkamp

Lieutenant Governor

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001
850.488.7146
www.flgov.com/meet_It_gov

Kurt S. Browning
Secretary of State

R. A. Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250
850.245.6500
www.dos.state.fl.us

Alex Sink

Chief Financial Officer
200 East Gaines Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
850.413.3100
www.fldfs.com

Bill McCollum

Attorney General

The Capitol PL-01
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050
850.414.3300
www.myfloridalegal.com

STATE SENATE
www.flsenate.gov

Jeff Atwater, District 25

824 US Highway 1, #210
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
561.625.5101, 1.866.757.1902
atwater.jeff.web@flsenate.gov

Dave Aronberg, District 27

6415 Lake Worth Road # 210
Greenacres, FL 33463
561.433.2627
aronberg.dave.web@flsenate.gov

Ted Deutch, District 30
15340 Jog Road #201

Delray Beach, FL 33446-2170
561.496.5939
deutch.ted.web@flsenate.gov

FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

www.myfloridahouse.gov

Kevin Rader, District 78

7593 Boynton Beach Boulevard, Suite 100
Boynton Beach, FL 334367

561.279.1633
kevin.rader@myfloridahouse.gov

Maria Sachs, District 86

203 NE 1st Avenue

Delray Beach, FL 33444-3714
561.266.6645
maria.sachs@myfloridahouse.gov

Adam Hasner, District 87

33 NE 4th Avenue

Delray Beach, FL 33483
561.279.1616
adam.hasner@myfloridahouse.gov

Kelly Skidmore, District 90

7100 W. Camino Real, #205

Boca Raton, FL 33433-5510
561.470.6593
kelly.skidmore@myfloridahouse.gov

Ellyn Bogdanoff, District 91

1421 South Andrews Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316-1839
954.762.3757
ellyn.bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.gov

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
www.pbcgov.com

301 N. Olive Avenue

West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Steven Abrams, District 4
561.276.1220
sabrams@co.palm-beach.fl.us

Burt Aaronson, District 5
1.877.930.2205
baaronso@co.palm-beach.fl.us

CITY COMMISSIONERS
www.ci.boca-raton.fl.us

201 W. Palmetto Park Road
Boca Raton, FL 33432
561.393.7708

Mayor Susan Whelchel
swhelchel@myboca.us

M.J. “Mike” Arts
marts@myboca.us

Michael Mullaugh
mmullaugh@myboca.us

Bill Hager
bhager@myboca.us

Susan Haynie
shaynie@myboca.us

Contacting your representatives about the Chamber’s positions and your own concerns will enhance the Chamber’s lobbying efforts at all levels of

government. For more information, contact the Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce at 561.395.4433.




